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Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  a 
report  on  the  A/vork  of  the  Public  Health  Department 
for  the  year  1940.  In  accordance  \/ith  the 
instructions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  the  report 
is  abbreviated. 

I v;ish  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the 
consideration  and  support  shown  me  by  the  Chairman 
and  members  of  the  Health  Committee,  and  my 
appreciation  of  the  v/ork  of  the  staff  of  the 
department  without  v«/hose  v;illingness  to  undertake 
additional  duties  and  to  work  abnormal  hours,  the 
functions  of  the  department  would  have  been  gravely 
affected . 


I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Tour  obedient  servant. 
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SECTIOIJ  1. 


Statistics  and  Social  CoriditionQ. 


iirea  (i».cres)  ! 5^959. 

Population  - Census  1931 36,012. 

Registrar -General’ s Estimate  of  Resident 

Population  Midsummer  1940 30,210. 

Comparability  Factor..- 0.89. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  - Census  1931 ;10',258 

• ” ’’  ” ” end  of  1940  according 

to  Rate  Books 10,394. 

Rateable  Value oiil86,982. 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate- £701. 


Unemployment  - The  nuraber  of  insured  persons  in 
Borough  during  1940  was  13362  and  the  average 
percentage  unemployed  was  9. 

EXTFalCTS  FROM  VIT/J.  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YFiJl  1940. 


LIVE  BIRTHS 


Legitimate . , 
Illegitimate 


STILL  BIRTHS:- 

Rate  per  thousand  births, 

DS/'^THS ’ 

Rate  per  .thousand  for  Eng; 

DEATH  RATES  OF  INFiJTTS  UNDER  ONE  YExJi  OF  AGE; 


Total 

Males 

Females 

Birth 

328 

161 

167  ) 

Rate 

10 

6 

4 )- 

11.1 

338 

167 

171  ) 

r England  and 

V/ales.  . 

14.6 

15 

2 

50 

• 246 

288  Rate 

17.6 

nd  and 

Wales , 

14|,3 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births, 25 (Rate  72) 

•Al  infants  for  England  and  V7ales -{Rate  55) 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  live  births. 24 (Rate  69) 

Illegitimate  births  per  IjOOO  illegitimate  live 

births l(Rate  100) 

Deaths  from  measles ^All  ages) 2 (Rate  0,06) 

Deaths  from  V/hooping  Cough(all  ages),..,. 5(Rate  0,L6 


Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of ’age)  . l{Rate  0.03) 
Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages).,...., = , .58  ^Rato  r,91) 


f I ,n 


.ii  .'i  im  dii  •' i"'.- A 'T  rrrrr 


' ^ \ ir-.  f f r . in  iT'i  ni  '1  t ^ .’i 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes. 

Deaths . 

Prom  Puerperal"  Sepsis 0 

Prom  other  Puerperal  Causes 4 

■ 4 


The  following  are  the.  individual  causes 


Rate  per  England 

1000  Total  and 

Births V/ales . 

0.00  0.52 

11.08  1»64 

11.08  g.l6 


of  deaths  under  tins 


heading: 

Case  No.  1.  . . - -Ita]  'iailm  Embolism,  (b)  Caesarean  section. 
Case  -No.  2.^  . . - •l'('a),’  Cardiac  Pailure,  (b)  Haemorrhage,  (o) 

incomplete  abortion. 

Case  No.  3... > •1(a)  Hyperemesis  gravidarum, (b ) toxaemia  of 

. ■ • ' ■ ■ Pregnancy,  2,  Obstetric  shock. 

Case  No.  4,  l(a')  Confinement  - instrumental  delivery, 

(b)  Retained  placenta,  (c)  surgicsil  shock. 


SECTION  2. 

General  Provisions  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area , 

During  the  year  the  following  specimens  v;ero  examined  at  Bull 
Hill  Hospital: - 

Throat  swabs  for  Diphtheria  Bacilli. . . .226 

Cerebro  Spinal  Pluid 3 

Other  specimens  . 3 

Th'Srs  are  no  .changes  to  record  under  this  heading. 


SECTION  3. 

Maternity  Sc  Child  V/elfare^ 


Ante  and  Post-Natal  Clinics.  - In  September  1939,  PIriPotter, 
Consultant  Obstetrician  to  the  district,  loft  for  Piilitary 
Service.  Consultant  Clinics  lapsed, but  increased  work  was 
taken  over  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health’s  Clinic. 
Practitioners  requiring  assistance  in  the  delivery  of  Patients 
may  call  in  other  consultants  whose  fees  are  covered  by  the 
Local  Authority.  • ' ' 

115  Clinics  were  held  bj^' the  Mjdical  Officer 
at  which  256  women  made -.875  attendances. 

There  is  no  ad  hoc  Post-PTatal  Clinic  but  25  v^^omen  were 
seen  as  to  post-natal  conditions  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health . ■ ' ' 


-4- 


••  •W  '• 


DEI'TTAL  SCHEI-IE. 

Number  of  women  referred  to  Dental  Clinlo  by  Medical 


Officer ' 15 

Number  of  v;omen  found  to  require  trentment 15 

Number  who  received  treatment 15 

Number  of  treatments  (a)  fillings. Nil 

(b)  tooth  extractions 89 

(c)  number  of  patients 
supplied’ v/ith  dentures...  12 

(d)  number  of’  dentures 

supplied 2o 


Supervision  of  Midv/ives.  A prosecution  of  a Midwife 
before  the  Central  Midwives’  Board  was  undertaken  by  the 
Local  Authority  in  January  1940. 

The • charges ‘Were  based  on  failure  to  call  in  medical 
aid  in  a • case ’of 'Ophthdlmia 'Neonatorum  and  failure  to  send 
a notification  of  exposure  to  infection  in  relation  to  the 
same  child:  • • • 

The  Board  found  the  charges  proved  and  suspended  the 
Midwife  from  practice  directing  her  to  undergo  a course  of 
instruction  and  if  a satisfactory  report  on  same  was 
received  -she  would  be  permitted  to  resume  practice.  The 
report  was  not  entirely  satisfactory  and  the  Board  decided 
to  allow  her  to-  resume  if  the  Local  Authority  would,  undertake 
close  supervision  of  her  work.  The  Authority  declined  to 
agree  to  this  course  and  after  some  correspondence,  the. 

Board  of- -its  ov/n  motion  allowed  her  to  practice.  This 
case  has  been  referred  to  in  the  report  for  1939. 

Orthopaedic  Clinic. 

(Lancashire  County  Council  Scheme.) 


Number  of  individual  school  children  attended 57 

Number  of  individual  pre-school  ” ” 25 

Number  of  attendances  made.. 489 

Splints  supplied 47 

Remedial  exercises  given 116 

Number  of  children  admitted  to  hospital 3 

Number  of  children  referred  to  Manchester  Roj^al 
Infirmary  for  X-ray  and  consultation 3 
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IIJF/JIT  "Tw^LFARE  CLINICS* 

Darwen  Ghildren.  '■  ......  

• • • * 

Nuraber  of  individual  children  who  first  attended  - 


Under  .1  -year 

■ ' ' ’ 1 year-s  

Total'  number  of  atte'ndanceh  of  children  - 

Under  1 year.,..' 4883 

1-5  years 3104 

Total  number  of  examinations  by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health.  

Evacuees. 

Total  number  of  attendances  of  children  - 

Under  1 year 123 

1-5  years 222 

Total  number  of  examinations  by  the  Medical  Officer 
■ ’ ■ of  Health ’. . . . 28 

HOm  VISITATION  OF  MOTHERS. 

, I ' 

First  Visits 109 

Visits  to  Expectant  B/Iothers  - Total  Visits.. 115 

Visits  to‘  children  under  " _ First  Visits  * i . 301  ' 

one  year Total  Visits.. 1984 

■**  * 

Ditto,  do.  children  1 -‘5  yrs.  Total  Visi  ts 3690 


In  acidition  a large  nuraber  of  special  visits  were  made 
for  various  purposes.  A 


CHILD  LIFE  FRO THCTION. 

One  persoii  was  proceeded  against  under  ASect ion  206 

of  the  public  Health  Act , 1936.  A conviction  was  obtained 

and  the  defeiidant  .v/as  -ordered  to  pay  costs.-  • • . 

. • • * - 

Public'  notices,  have  been  issued  rerainding  the.  public 
of  their  re'sponsibilities  respecting  the  registration  of 
themselves  and  of  children  v/hen  nursed  out  f or  "reward  i 


-6- 


Mr.  a.  Alrioiid , aunlor  Snntto'iry  Inepaoter  and  Dlrootor 

of  Public  Cleansing,  subraits  in  Sections  4,5,  & 6,  a sunmary 
of  the  work  done  by  the  Inspectorial  Staff,  -and  the  Public 
Cleansing  'Department  :/ 


SECTION  4, 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area^ 

Water  Supply. 

The  use  of  a private  water  supply  at  a Farm  has  been 
discontinued  owing  to  surface  pollution  and  town’s  water  has  to 
be  laid  on.  No  further  progress  has  been  made  with  regard  to 
provision  of  town’s  water  at  two  houses  reported  upon  in  the 
1938  report. 

Samples  of  water  were  taken  during  the  year,  11  for  bact- 
eriological examination  and  14  for  chemical  analysis.  Nine  were 
taken  from  public  supplies  and  proved  satisfactory.  Five 
samples  from  private  supplies  were  satisfactory  except  that  in 
one  case  the  lead  content  was  found  to  be  sli^^tly  higher  than 
that  generally  regarded  as  hornless.  Advice  was  offered  to  the 
occupier  of  the  house. 


Sanitary  inspection. 

Primary  Inspections .2411 

Re-inspections 829 

Defects  or  nuisances 

discovered 703 

Defects  or  nuisances  abated. . 698 

Informal  notices  served 703 

Statutory  ” ” 6 

Legal  Proceedings Nil 


Drainage  k Sewerage.  - There  were  no  important  extensions  of 
sewerage  during  the  year. 

Rivers  and  Streams.  - Periodic  inspections  were  mad©. 


Closet  Accommodation. 

No. of  Privy  Middens 0 

No. of  Pail  Closets ,.152 

No. of  Dry  Ashpits 0 

No. of  movable  Ashbins. ..... .11811 

No, of  Houses  on  Water 

Carriage  System.. 10516 

No. of  Fresh  Water  Closets...  9532 
• No. of  V/aste  Water  Closets...  2163 
No. of  V/aste  Water  Closets 
Converted  to  Fresh  Water 
Closets 18 


Public  Cleansing . - An  endeavour  has  been  made  to  maintain 
collections  of  house  refuse  as  normal  as  possible  despite 
depleted  and  changing  staff.  A Salvage  Service  has  been  put  into 
operation  as  a result  of  v/hich  waste  paper,  scrap  metal  and 
kitchen  waste  have  boon  made  available  to  assist  the  War  Effort, 

A Licence  to  boil  pig  food  has  been  obtained  from  the  Ministry 
of  xigriculture  and  Fisheries  and  the  pljint  complies  with  the 
latest  Order  respecting  boiling  of  Animal  Foodstuffs. 


Shops  x-ict«1954  - Routino  visits  Riid  inspections  \vere  made. 

Swimming  Baths  and  RQoj-S_  - The  water  of  the  Townes  public 
Swiming  Baths  v/a's  examined  bacteriologically  during  the  year* 

The  results  wore  satisfactor37'. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs.  - Premises  found  to  be  infested  have 
been  dealt  with  by  the  use  of  Hydrogen  Cyanide  or  other  Gkiseous 
method.  The  fumigation  by  Cyanide  was  undertaken  b3^  Contractors. 

Offensive  Tra.des  - There  are  five  premises  in  the  Borough  occupied 
by  such  trades.  These  wore  kept  under  supervision. 

Factories  -jet,  1957  - The  provisions  of  the  i..ctj  so  far  as  they 
concern  the  public  Health  Department,  v/ere  applied.  The  admin- 
istration, of  the  ilct  was  satisfactory'' . VTherever  possible,  the 

Department  co-operated  with  H„  M.  Inspectors  of  Factories. 

SECTION  5. 


New  houses  erected  during  the  year  - 

By  the  Local  Authority 0 

By  other  Local  Authorities 0 

By  o'’'her  bodies  or  persons 3 

By  S'Oat’e  assistance  under  the 

Housing  Acts  0 


SECTION  6 . 
at  ion  ai^d  siTperv”! s ion 

No, of  Dairy  Farms 


<*  » r n 


No. of  Cowkeepers  { including ' Dairy farms ) 
Approximate  No,  of  cows  in  the  District 
No. of  inspections  during  the  year,,.... 
No. of  Dairymen  or  Milk  purveyors  (other 
Cowkeepers ) , , 


O ^ 0 ^ o 


'>0  0 


of  Food. 

65 

68 

850 

93 

than 

166 


Repairs  and  alterations  v/ere  carried  out  at  three  farms  at  an 
estimated  cost  .of  £1,600, 

The  usual  inspec-bioris  fvere  made  of  premises  where  food  is  pre- 
pared. . : ... 

An  application  to  become  the  Local  Authority  under  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act  1938  w^as^ approved  by  the  Ministry''  of  Health  and  the 
Corporation  accordingly  became  the  Authority''  as  from  1st  April, 
1940. 


Samples  of  milk  submitted  for  biological  test  for  Tuberculosis .. 5 

Results:-  Positive  .'o'.'.  .',1.  Negative 4. 

Samples  of  milk  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination 22 

Results:-  S I ' •:tory''.,  ,11.  Unsatisfactory.il. 

Samples  of  other  Poous  submitted  for  analysis 73 

Results:-  In  one  instance  the  sample  proved  to  be  unsatisfactory 
and  legal  proceedings  were  instituted,  the  defendant 
being  fined  £2  and  £3cl8o0.  costs, 

—8  — 


LjECTIOU  7. 


Prevalence  and  Control  of  Infectious  Diseases, 


Hospital 


Notifiable 

Diseases 

1 

i 

■ ■ ! 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Total  Deaths 

Total 
Cases 
Removed 
to  Hos- 
pital 

Deaths  in 

Hospital 
of  persons 
belonging 
to  the 
district 

Smallpox  ! 

— 

— 

- 

Scarlet  Fever 

30 

23 

Diphtheria  j 

(including.  | 

19 

1 

19 

1 

membranous  croup  ■ 
Entoric  fever  | 
(including  j 

1 

1 

paratyphoid)  j 
■Measles,  j 
•excluding  ; 

331 

2 

6 

H"' German  i 

i^Measles  | 

H Whooping  Cough  j 

100 

5 

1 

Acute  Pneumonia 
(primary  and  ■ 

influenzal) 

5 

2 

_ 

Puerperal  i 

1 

- 

- 

pyrexia 

Cerebro-spinal 

3 

3 

fever 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  7 

1 

7 

Acute  Polio- 

1 

1 

encephalitis  : 

Encephalitis  i 

_ 

- 

lethargica  j 

Dysentery  i 

_ 

_ 

Ophthalmia  | 

neonatorum  | 

2 

- 

1 

Erysipelas  ! 

3 

1 

1 

1 

(Con- 

(tracted  | 
Malaria  (In  this 

( country . > 

- 

(Abroad  i 

- 

- 

- 

Any  other  j 

Diseases  = 

notifiable  in 

t 

district .e.g. 
Chicken-pox 

1 

Any  other  disease 

— 

— 

I 

German  Measles 

! 1 

T.B .Meningitis 

— 

1 

■;  1 

1 

Observation  case 

- 

- 

1 

■” 

Totals  : - 

503 

13 

•.  67 

3 

X Notifiable  from  23rd  of  October  1^39, under  the  Measles  and  “ 

^Vhooping  Cough  Regulation , 1939 , 

J 


.KV  [vy{  !''.()‘:A\\h  T 


rii' 


'fil  hT 


a 


n -4 


VAGCExTaTIGN  . 

Diphtheria  Iririunis^'Dion , 


Number  of  pre-schooi  children  immunised. 12 

Number  of  school  children  immunised 113 


Total  TSE 

TDEIIECULQSIG . 

New  Gases  and  Mortality  during  1940 . 


> 

New  Gases 

Deaths 

Agg  Periods 

Respiratory 

i Non*'l 

iespiratory 

Respiratory 

! Non-Resp 

• 

. 

M.  ; 

i 

1.  1 
! 

— ji.- 

-■  - 1 

F.  , 

lii,  i 
■1 

; M,  d 

/ 

F. 

Years  i 

° 1 

1 I 

i 

! 

— 

! 

■1 — 

t 

' 

r"' 

- ! 

- 

I 

1 1 

! 

i 

*“  1 

1 

1 

5 ! 

10  - 1 

15  i 

- 

1 

1 

i 

1 

! 

i 

1 

1 

i - 

1 *”* 

i 1 ! 

i 

i - 

1 

1 

» 

• 1 i 

. 

- 

20  j 

\ 

1 ± 

. 9 

! 

1 

i 1 

3 j 

1 

i 

“ 1 

“ 

25  i 

j 2. 

i 1 

1 ^ * 
fv  * 

!:  - i 

3 1 

1 

; 

35  1 

i 2 ' 

! 1 

— 

2- 

— 

1 i 

— 

45  i 

4 

1 1 

— 

— 

4 

— 

1 ■ 

— 

55  j 

3 

i 1 

— 

— 

3 

1 

. i 

— 

65  and  i 
UTjv\rards  | 

— 

1 

1 

— 

» 1 

1 -i 

1 t 

— 

^ i 

1 

— 

j “ 
1 

! 

1 

j 

i 

! 

1 

i “1  ■■ 

( 

Totals . . 1 

1 ■ 

12 

r 

7 ! 



4 

15 

1 

i 

J 

1 

1 

’ 

1 

1 

) 

•'  i 

i - 

j 

/ 

/ 

1 

i 

1 

— J 

\ 

i 

1 

i 

CO  1 

1 

i 

1 

1 

a 1 

19  j 

2 

~ Adjusted  to  aarof^  \./j.th  riof:;istrar  Groneral^  s fifarres. 


SECTION  8. 


Evacuation , 

Further  groups  of  adults  and  children  were 
received  during  1940  and  the  staff  of  the  Department 
co-operated  in  arrangements  for  reception  and  in 
hygiene  and  medical  care  of  the  persons. 

SECTION  9. 

Training  of  personnel  was  continued  throughout  the 

year , 

The  standard  of  attendances  on  ’’alerts’'  by  the 
personnel,  whole  and  part-time,  was  good. 

Medical  examination  of  Civil  Defence  personnel  was 
continued . 
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